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Coming Events for Advent
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Photo Captions:

In honor of Saint Christopher, the patron saint of travelers, there was a blessing of 
vehicles on Monday, July 25, in the rectory parking lot. 
-Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi/www.MODA.photography

On Thursday, October 6, the Parish Pilgrimage went to the 911 Memorial in New 
York City.

113 children from the parish school and CCD program were confi rmed on                  
Saturday, October 29.

There was a Youth Mass and ice cream social on Sunday, November 6.
-Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi/www.MODA.photography

Forty Hours took place from Sunday, November 13 through Tuesday, November 15. 
-Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi/www.MODA.photography

Welcome to The Anastasian. We hope you enjoy this 
newsletter. St. Anastasia is a large, vibrant parish with 
many diff erent groups engaged in wonderful activi-
ties that give life to the parish. This newsletter will off er 
you the chance to learn more about the many ways our 
friends and neighbors in Christ engage with the parish to 
deepen their faith and enrich their lives. And you will see 
they are having a lot of fun too! Please let us know what 
you think and how we can improve. 
        E-mail us at promotion@saintannies.org. 
        "Like" us on Facebook saintanastasianewtownsquare
        Follow the parish Instagram saintanastasiaparish
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Dear Parishioners of Saint Anastasia,

It’s a pleasure to present to you this latest issue of The Anastasian. There should be something 
of interest in these pages for almost anyone of any age. More than anything else, this brief chronicle of some of the activities 
in our parish speaks of our “return” to some of the activities and events we are accustomed to. I don’t want to use the word 
“normal” or even “new normal” because as much as we’d like to comfortably fall into the familiar ways of doing things, we’ve 
all learned that there are different ways, newer ways, more rewarding ways of doing things. So, may we not be afraid to try 
something new or different. Along these lines, if you find something interesting in this issue, you owe it to yourself to look 
into it further and get involved yourself. You won’t regret it!

If you haven’t been to the 911 Memorial, you might be interested in going after seeing the photos from our parish pilgrim-
age to the site recently. Closer to home you can read about some learning experiences for children offered by our Office of 
Religious Education during the summer months. We recently had a Blessing of Vehicles on the Feast of Saint Christopher. 
A very good crowd came to this “first for us” event.  Another "first for us" was a Youth Mass and Ice Cream Social. This was a 
huge success. We hope even more High School students will attend the next Mass and social in December.  As I write this, 
we are preparing for Forty Hours Devotion which will hopefully be an inspiring three days for all the parish, young and old. 
We are happy to again be holding some of the Advent activities we haven’t had for a few years. I can’t stress enough the 
invitation to look into something if it interests you.

Last, but certainly not least, you can read about someone who works behind the scenes to make The Anastasian vibrant, 
attractive, and interesting. This person is our photographer, Carmen Smargiassi. I’d like to thank Carmen for his professional 
work which greatly enhances The Anastasian. Thank you also to Carmen for always making himself so readily available to us, 
many times changing his own schedule to accommodate us.

Stay well. May this issue of The Anasta-
sian strengthen the bonds that make us 
“one parish family!” 

Sincerely yours,
Father Colagreco

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
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Coming Events for Advent
Advent, in Latin means “coming” and during the season of Advent we prepare for the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Jesus 
comes to us at Christmas in History, as the baby born in Bethlehem; He comes to us in Mystery, in the Eucharist at Mass; and 
someday He will come to us in Majesty, at the second coming. This Advent season there are many events in the parish to 
help us prepare.

 December 1             Advent By Candlelight- 7:00 PM
 December 4             Youth Mass and Firepit & S'mores Night- 5:30 PM
 December 8             Holy Day: The Immaculate Conception 
 December 10          Blessing of the Outdoor Nativity- after 5:15 Mass
 December 10-11    Parish Giving Tree
 December 13          School Christmas Choral Concert- 7:00 PM
 December 14          Advent Penance Service- 7:00 PM 
 December 14          School Christmas Band Concert- 7:00 PM
 December 15          Lessons and Carols- 7:00 PM
 December 17-18    Flower Delivery to Communion Calls
 December 23          Church Decorating for Christmas

Save the Date - Parish Mission Feb 26, 27, 28

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
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Summer CCD
This past June, 140 of our parish children participated in a Summer Intensive CCD Program. Our program covers the full    
curriculum mandated by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. We learned traditional Catholic prayers and practices. Addition-
ally, we spent time in the church and chapel with daily prayer time in adoration and petition. Our fun activities consisted 
of church and parish grounds scavenger hunts, a mini May Procession, crafts, saint videos, and active games related to our 
lessons.

Throughout the Archdiocese, we see more and more parishes adopting this model of faith formation. Intensive programs 
such as ours give our teachers and students a greater opportunity to be creative, to form community, and to establish       
ongoing relationships.

Some of our teachers shared their summer class experiences:

Over the course of the week, my 5th grade class focused on 

how to implement their Catholic faith into their daily lives. 

The children learned that they are called to be symbols and                         

reminders of Jesus everywhere: at their schools, sports, and in 

the community, setting a good example in how they treat oth-

ers. They learned about living the Corporal and Spiritual Works 

of Mercy by making cards for the sick, cards for a friend who 

was grieving the loss of her mother, and praying the rosary 

each day for special intentions. We also started the practice of 

By Theresa Haggerty
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Summer CCD

blessing ourselves and saying a prayer when we hear sirens. We learned the importance of reaching out to Jesus through 

prayer for comfort or guidance when we feel sad or nervous, or any time we need help. The children were truly engaged and 

so eager to do good and live their faith throughout the week.   -Karen McCollum

For me, the Summer CCD program is pure joy! The children were enthusiastic, often funny, and always energetic. They 

enjoyed working together in the classroom where they helped each other, showed strong interest in our discussions, and 

asked great questions. During our free time, we played outside where they quickly decided on the game, set up the rules, 

made teams and even taught me the rules of the Gaga pit! We toured the church and learned about the stained-glass 

windows and statues there. They asked good questions and offered clever ideas! It was my pleasure to share that time with 

them and I will always remember them and their families in my prayers. Summer CCD is a win-win! Many thanks to Mrs. Hag-

gerty and Mrs. Bott for their work on making this happen and to the families who supported us!  -Linda Toner

The 7th grade CCD Summer Session class was preparing for their Confirmation. We learned about the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

and how we receive them -- realizing it is up to us to nurture those gifts over the course of our lives. The students were 

encouraged to ask any and all questions they wanted about God, our Church, and our faith. These questions were wonder-

ful and deep! We realized some questions don’t have exact answers! We had some incredible spiritual conversations, often     

tying in philosophy, science, literature - all kinds of things! The biggest takeaway for the class is that God is the only constant 

in a variable and sometimes turbulent universe - He will always be there for us, knocking softly on the door of our hearts, 

with the fire and warmth of the Holy Spirit to guide us through any challenge!  -Brian Dietzler

Teaching the second grade CCD summer program was such a blessing, seeing how the kids wanted nothing more than to 

participate and soak in the experience. Of all the things we did and learned, the most impactful moment was when the class 

practiced the act of receiving the Eucharist in the chapel. Each child was so respectful and fully aware that they were doing 

something really special. I look forward to seeing them all make their First Communion in May. -Elizabeth Barrabee
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Meet Your Parish Photographer

Have you ever wondered who takes the beautiful photos for The Anastasian or the parish website? Have you ever attended a 
celebration of Confirmation, First Communion, or another special event at the parish? If so, you may have noticed a pleasant 
looking gentleman moving quietly about the church snapping pictures, catching unique perspectives and angelic smiles 
on the faces of those receiving one of the Sacraments of Initiation. That person is no other than our very own parishioner 
Carmen Smargiassi! Carmen and his wife Lori have been members of Saint Anastasia parish for 34 years. Their two children, 
Mike and Nicole, now adults, attended Saint Anastasia School. Mike went on to Malvern Prep and Nicole to Villa Maria Acad-
emy. Both Carmen and his wife Lori, are examples of parishioners who give of their time and talent to Saint Anastasia Parish.

Carmen is a member of the Promotion Committee. This committee came out of the work of the Pastoral Council. The goal 
of the committee is to promote events happening in the parish and to update the parish website. Carmen responded to an 
ad in the bulletin and offered to come on as photographer. His presence and continual advice have made him a valuable 
member of the committee even beyond his great photography. Carmen shares his talent and time by taking photos at any 
event that his schedule permits.

What else keeps Carmen busy besides his service to the parish? Carmen, an engineer by profession, has always been inter-
ested in photography. When asked about his “two professions” he said, “Being an engineer and understanding the physics 
of light has made it easier to be a good photographer.” Carmen’s love of and work in photography has enabled him to begin 

By Sister Mary Barrar
Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi MODA photography

https://www.moda.photography/
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a professional business. Besides his “day job” as an engineer, Carmen and his wife Lori work together on two photography 
brands. RingShot Photography focuses on marriage proposals and engagements, while MODA focuses on branding, por-
traits, and events. Always interested in TV, Carmen worked on promotional behind the scenes photography for Paramedic 
Angel TV, which was filmed here in Marple township! Carmen is indeed a busy man.

So, what inspires Carmen to volunteer his time in service to the parish? That can best be described in his own words, 
“Events are a great way to see what is happening in the Saint Anastasia Community and to give back with my gift of 
photography.” Carmen’s photos of the many special Masses and events are a visual reminder of the words from our Par-
ish Mission Statement: “...the parishioners of Saint Anastasia are a strong faith-based community…rooted in worship and 
service.”  Thank you, Carmen, for sharing your gift of photography and allowing the parish community to “see” our vibrant 
parish through the lens of your camera!
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Confi rmation
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Confirmation
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Youth Mass Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi MODA photography



Issue 22- The A
nastasian - 13

The Anastasian 13 Nov 2022

Youth Mass 
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Forty Hours Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi MODA photography
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Forty Hours



We, the parishioners of Saint Anastasia, are a strong 

faith based community, grounded in more than a 

century of Catholic 

tradition, rooted in worship and service. 

Compelled by the Good News of Jesus Christ, we are 

committed to growing in a deeper 

relationship with God and with one another. We strive 

to become a more vibrant parish by inspiring an at-

mosphere of belonging, of welcoming, and by 

promoting opportunities to share and spread our 

Catholic faith, so that we may be more united as one 

parish community.


